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Learning about American tradition pg.14

Lance Cpl. Fernando Bonilla Jr., a field radio operator, makes a pilgrim hat with a child at the Taichuen
Children’s Home Nov. 22 during a Thanksgiving event. 11522, LthE Tirh N o B D HHN T,
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£, Photo by Lance Cpl. Matthew Myers
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Happy New Year! | would like to extend my sin-
cere greetings to Marines, civilians, their families and
the readers of Big Circle as they welcome a glorious
New Year filled with hope.

| would like to take this opportunity to express my
appreciation to the members of the U.S. Marine Corps
for their volunteer activities, such as cleaning streets
and beaches, visiting welfare facilities, and assisting
in local events throughout Okinawa. Such grass-root
endeavors build positive relationships with local com-
munities and deepen mutual understanding.

This past April, the consolidated plan for facilities
and areas in Okinawa was announced and the West
Futenma Housing area on Camp Foster is slated for
return to Okinawa in March of this year. The Okinawa
prefectural government believes an effective use
of the returned land will lead to economic develop-
ment and increased job opportunities.

| hope the Marine Corps community members
will continue to learn about the history, culture
and circumstances of Okinawa and maintain high
morals to further enhance the relationship with the
Okinawan people.

May the New Year be bright and peaceful.

HIROKAZU NAKAIMA

fPHR LD

OKINAWA PREFECTURAL GOVERNOR
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NEw YEAR'S

Happy New Year to the readers of the Big Circle! My
wife Cricket, our youngest daughter Carson, and | arrived
in Okinawa in June of last year. We are enjoying living in
and experiencing Okinawa. This is a beautiful island, and
we are pleased to be a part of the Okinawa community.

The presence of the U.S. Marine Corps in the Asia-
Pacific region is more important than ever. Marines,
sailors and civilians of Marine Corps Installations Pacific
continuously work with Japanese and Okinawan
government agencies, participating in combined
and joint exercises, some of which are with the Japan
Self-Defense Forces and local police and emergency
services. By building relationships with our counter-
parts on Okinawa, we are better prepared to support
the lll Marine Expeditionary Force and, in time of crisis,
our neighbors here on Okinawa.

Disaster preparedness is critical for safeguarding lives
and quick recovery from the impacts of a natural disaster.
The United States Marine Corps is committed to doing
everything it can to prepare to respond in the event of
such a crisis. By treaty we are allies, and by choice we are
partners, friends and neighbors. Okinawa is our home
too, and we must work together to ensure that our home
remains safe.

U.S. Marines are stationed in Okinawa to support the
defense of Japan; respond to regional crises; and perform
humanitarian and disaster-relief missions. Recently, we
signed a Local Implementation Agreement between
Okinawa-based officials with Urasoe City and Marine
Corps leaders at Camp Kinser for limited humanitarian
access in the case of a natural disaster on Okinawa. This
helps to ensure the mutual safety of both the citizens of
Okinawa and personnel stationed on U.S. installations.
This agreement is the fifth of its kind in recent years.

Throughout the past year, Marines, sailors and civilians
of MCIPAC enjoyed every opportunity to interact with
our generous friends here on Okinawa, working for and
with the local community. As we move into 2014, we look
forward to another successful year of sharing time and
culture with our Okinawan neighbors and continuing to
be active members of the special place we live and work.
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Greetllngs pl€ommanders

L. STEPHEN B. LEWALLEN
TA(— B E

Haisai! Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu,

Happy New Year from the Marines, sailors and civilian em-
ees of Camp Hansen! It has been a true honor to be a part of
local communities adjacent to Camp Hansen, especially Kin
n and the villages of Ginoza and Onna. We are delighted to
re cultural, athletic and educational events with our friends in
local community.

The Marines and sailors of Camp Hansen have remained very
ve in community outreach programs. It was a great pleasure
see over 300 children and family members from the surround-
communities enjoy our Halloween Trick or Treat 2013 event.
mp Hansen Marines and sailors have participated in the Let’s
y in English program at many preschools and a kindergarten.
ey have thoroughly enjoyed interacting with children through-
the year. It has also been a blessing for Camp Hansen to

1d outstanding relationships with local business and rehabilita-
schools. We have also established a sports program and are
egrating sports as part of our community relations program. In
vember, the Camp Hansen Tigers played the Ginoza Village
ce team in a friendly game of baseball.

I would like to thank our counterparts and good friends in
Kin Town Office, the village offices of Ginoza and Onna,
Okinawa Defense Bureau Kin Office, the Kin Chamber of
mmerce, the Kin Bar/Restaurant Owner’s Association and the
ikawa Police Department. I wish you all a prosperous new

r in 2014 as we endeavor to further our relationships with our
nderful Okinawan friends.
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Sae Afuso, left, and 1st Lt. Gregory

M. Macias talk to each other during a
Thanksgiving-themed meal Nov. 21 at the
Hikarigaoka nursing home. 11H21H.3%
DEZAR—LTITONEHRORE
A CRFERLGRERETATA (B ET
L3)— M- 7RHE,  Photo by
Lance Cpl. Diamond N. Peden
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Nakasone Hinata, 4, paints
Keira C. Hegel’s face during
the 2nd annual Haunted
Hansen Halloween Party
Oct. 31 at the Camp Hansen
UsO. 10B318IcF+> 7
N>t DUSOTIThNniz
NATA—=2IN—T4—T. F
I5-C-AN—FIVEADEEIC
AV b T BHRIBOG T
B%h,  Photo by

Lance Cpl. Henry J. Antenor

CoL. RicHARD D. HALL
UFv—FDeR—) LAtk

Greetings and Happy New Year.

2013 was a wonderful year with many reasons to be thankful. Our
relationship with our Henoko and Nago neighbors continued to grow
as we worked together in community projects and participated in the
many cultural and sporting events. We commit ourselves to learn-
ing more about local culture, values and beliefs, thus enabling us to
further demonstrate a much deeper, Okinawan-type of respect for
our local citizenry.

We are very fortunate to have been invited and mutually par-
ticipated in numerous events over the past several months. We have
continued our ongoing commitment to the Let’s Play with English
program where approximately 50 Camp Schwab Marines interact with
about 650 children of 16 separate kindergarten and nursery schools in
Nago City. We also teach approximately 77 local adults each Wednes-
day night at Camp Schwab. And we enthusiastically co-participate in
the annual Camp Schwab Festival, local beach cleanups, the Trien-
nial Henoko Giant Tug-of-War Festival and the local favorite, sumo
wrestling, where we had the first-ever female participation.

On behalf of our Marines, sailors and civilians, we very much ap-
preciate our gracious neighbors’ overwhelming hospitality and want to
wish you all a prosperous new year filled with great joy and happiness.

TEERBATEA

Lance Cpl. Tyler R. Papalski, left,
talks with Chieko Toyoshima while
clearing weeds from a recreation
field during an annual cleanup of
the field May 20. 58208, 7 — kR
— VG CEREESE LIah 55EE
2245 —RIVUVRF—EF

Photo by by Cpl. Matthew Manning
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Norika Machida (middle), a Chatan
Middle School student, serves a meal at
the Mess Hall on Camp Foster June 26
during the internship program organized
by the Chatan Town Board of Education.
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Maj. Gen. Charles L. Hudson, center; U.S.
Consulate General Alfred R. Magleby, right; and
the Ginowan Landowners Association President
Shinichi Matayoshi, left; install a boundary
marker Nov. 22 at the West Futenma Housing
Area on Camp Foster. 11822H. F+—/VA-L-
NV (FRR) 7V T Ly KR IVEKRTE
£ @R XEE—EFSHERSR () N Fv
VT T4 RZ—DFEEREEEMX RIS
ZE LTz, Photo by Cpl. Natalie M. Rostran

CAMPS COURTNEY &

On behalf of the Marines, sailors and
families of Camps Courtney and Mc-
Tureous, I would like to wish you all a
happy New Year.

During my first few months on
Okinawa, I have truly enjoyed working
with the people of Uruma City. It has
been a privilege to work with both the
local government officials and Okinawa
residents. Together we have made events
such as the local Drive Safe Campaign, the Midori no Sato
Home’s Holiday Celebration and the Courtney Holiday Festival a
success. Our Camps have also been fortunate to have had the op-
portunity to come together during potlucks, community English
classes and local school events, allowing us to experience and learn
just some of what each of our cultures has to offer.

As we look ahead to 2014, there are innumerable opportuni-
ties on the horizon. We look forward to the upcoming friendship
hijiki seaweed harvesting, school sports days and other events
as a chance to further strengthen the bonds between us and our
Okinawa neighbors.

My family and I look forward to the remainder of our time
here in Okinawa. Our camp community as a whole thanks you
for your continued generosity and looks forward to participating
in more activities during this year. I would like to wish you all a
prosperous and happy New Year.

Military spouses participate in a potluck meal Nov. 24 with local students
of an English language class in Uruma City. 11824H. 5% %t CH:E7
SADEFED 1 @FEFY/N\—T1—ICKEADERBESHEMLT

Photo by Lance Cpl. Nicholas S. Ranum
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The Camp Kinser community sends a Happy New Year to our good
friends in neighboring Urasoe City and to all of our Japanese hosts on
the beautiful island of Okinawa. Camp Kinser is incredibly fortunate
to have such wonderful and generous friends for neighbors.

This past year has been both memorable and extremely productive.
Camp Kinser accomplished many goals in 2013. First, we have made
tremendous efforts to partner with Urasoe City and the surrounding
area on a number of worthwhile and fun community relation proj-
ects. Our distinguished visitors include former Mayor Gima, Mayor
Matsumoto, Defense Minister Onodera and members from the Urasoe
Chamber of Commerce. The Aja River clean-up provided our Marines
the opportunity to interact closely with our Japanese hosts and make
lifelong friends along the way. We have opened up our gates with camp
tours that provide a glimpse of our lives and the work we accomplish
within our perimeter fence line. The Aqua Social Fes beach cleanup in
Irijima was an event with over 800 participants. The camp also hosted
Mayor Matsumoto at the annual Camp Kinser Holiday Festival. The
festival included local talent and a performance by Miyagi Elementary
School and Chijinshu Waka-Tida.

Our residents had the opportunity to enjoy the culture and customs
of a number of local celebrations including the Tedako Walk and the
Urasoe Tedako Festival. In turn, we hosted the annual Kinser Festival,
drawing over 20,000 guests to the weekend event.

Finally, we extend a special thank you to Mayor Matsumoto, the
Urasoe City Administration, the police department, the fire depart-
ment, the Chamber of Commerce, the junior chambers and the Rotary
Club. They have been instrumental partners in fostering this coopera-
tive spirit.

We look forward to sharing a prosperous and happy 2014 with our
close friends in Okinawa.

Mari
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nes participate in Shogaibutsu Kyoso, an obstacle

course, Oct. 14 at the Taichuen Children’s Home in ltoman

City,
Day.

Okinawa, as part of the home’s celebration of Sports
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ICBINT BiBEBKE, Courtesy photo by Sgt. Anthony Kirby

Marines clean the
passageway prior

to an evacuation

drill during the joint
clean-up between
Urasoe City, Urasoe
Fire Department and
Camp Kinser Oct. 18.
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On behalf of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, I
would like to extend a sincere “Shin-nen Akemashite
Omedeto Gozaimas” to the entire Okinawan commu-
nity. As 2014 begins, we wish all our friends and their
families a very joyful and prosperous New Year!

As this will be my last official holiday greeting as
the commanding officer of MCAS Futenma, I want to
express my profound gratitude and appreciation to the
countless Okinawans that have worked so closely with
MCAS Futenma in an effort to strengthen the growing
friendship between our two countries. Closer to home,
I am very grateful to the city leaders and residents of
Ginowan City who worked tirelessly this past year with MCAS Futenma
personnel in achieving common goals that have been beneficial to both
communities. I remain encouraged that as we move into the New Year
our collaborations on safety initiatives and community service events will
only grow further and reap greater results.

With my time in command drawing to a close this summer, Michele
and I are eternally grateful for all the opportunities to have met so many
wonderful Okinawans that shared with us their customs and traditions.
We take with us fond memories of great friends and experiences that will
last a lifetime.

To all, we wish season’s greetings and a hope that 2014 brings much
happiness and excellent heath to you and your family.

U.S. Consul General Alfred R. Magleby
(left) and Marine Corps Air Station
Commander Col. James G. Flynn

visited Futenma Shrine with Ginowan §=%
City Mayor Atsushi Sakima (third from §
right) and other officials Oct. 14. 104
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Courtesy photo by Takeshi Ashimine

Elementary school students walk up the hill through the gate of
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma during an evacuation drill Sept. 4.
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Tz Courtesy photo by Patrick Adams
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MCAS Futenma, Ginowan City and |
Hagoromo Park Management personnel !
conducted a voluntary joint beach clean- |} @'+ "

up at Ginowan Tropical Beach Nov. 16.
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Spouses learn traditional art of
Japanese tea ceremonies

Hiroko Tamaki
Lance Cpl. Nicholas S. Ranum

When spending time abroad, it is
important to experience the authentic
cultural traditions of the host country.
That is exactly what some status of
forces agreement personnel from Camp

said Satoe China, who opened the house
for the day’s event and is the chair of the
women’s group. “So we wanted to do
something for them in return.”

After chatting over lunch prepared
by the hosting members, the Americans
were ushered into a tatami tea room
where a tea master was waiting for

that is something I am thankful for.”

A new respect was gained for the
intricacies and care taken when making
tea, according to Grace Carmichael, a
Marine spouse and ceremony attendee.

“The detail in the ceremony is as-
tounding,” said Carmichael. “The pride
that they take in making something as
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Schwab did when spouses of Marines them before performing the rituals of simple as tea; I would just boil some
and sailors with the 4th Marine Regi- making and offering tea to the Ameri-  water and throw in a tea bag and call it
ment visited the home of a Nago City can guests. good. They have a tradition for every

resident and experienced a Japanese tea Every movement and action of the part of the ceremony, from preparing the 3
a o 9 o 0 o a ”» .
ceremony Sept. 26. meticulous tea ceremony was deeply tea to drinking it. It is simply amazing. 5.8 - e
The host of the event, members of appreciated by the attendees. The military spouses were not ' — -

Tokiko Oshiro, a tea master, teaches spouses of the 4th Marine Regiment proper tea etiquette Sept. 26 during a tea

CESAI

the Women's C'rro‘up of the Okinawa Part of coming to a new country alone when it came to enjoying the ceremony held at a local residence in Nago City. &M OEETITONIEEHER T E4BEERDEREDRASICER
Defense Association Northern Branch,  is learning the culture and traditions,” day spent together. DIEE%SREAT BAMESLF E Ao Photo by Hiroko Tamaki
started inviting spouses of the regiment  said Audrey C. Mills, the family “(Members of the women’s group)
annually a few years ago to show ap- readiness officer of 4th Marines, 3rd are always pleased and happy when
preciation for Camp Schwab’s support Marine Division, III Marine Expedi- we have the opportunity to meet the
to ihe community. : : tionary Force. “Having the chance to spouses and show them the ceremony,” E E HEeAhH=xE LEfcEREDLN _THNTE LT PTLEZ 7 I N
We had a great time and enjoyed try traditionally made tea by a master said China. “We hope to provide more EECEBEADA ,ﬁ TEAEZIRD I 050 | X% Srxndmol o /\
experiencing a different culture at a is something that is unique. We also entertainment next time in the way L3 = & @ i A E{ Al ;C cLruvrT g 2 3 & 7 =B & 02 D HEHLE C—
. . . " DBLERXRITEFTCHRBIIT TCTEA A EHAZTBEBLLABE 43 0IC
Christmas party on Camp Schwab, got an opportunity to try on traditional  of traditional dance, so that they may el ErhEsELRALTI S S ‘_‘[ZE v 4 DE2niE " KIE K
and we heard Marines and sailors were Okinawa dresses, which we did not learn (even) more about our culture the I &E T Ksic LIRS -7 &7 I3 B & & & E XRicE E 2% &
SEVERZBVACBEEE ° @85 @ 28 rm@=EHo0k
volunteering for the local community,” have that opportunity last year to do, so  next time we have this ceremony.” = [E 7—% J/E\ = ;‘g J_E ;\3 > /\é :% = "55 E z = ?;r ; @ E_EF 7.0,2 2 % ;7;3 %‘ g @ 2E|6 10% ‘%
B '02pny N TcdgTnXE] RESELE HnEk g
23 BECrRE]l TRAgUiciEtny DFIEFE nhf A& XS
%7’5 & oL A& R B S ETH X917 '8 S CEE vt ¢
7_|_fE D & kA 1 LEMR 5 Afe 2 £ & BT YT v Es
| - NoBE AXFLETTSI S5HTrH ZXEILEZTHs
kB 2 2T L AESS30o00vch & Wyl 2wz EIRE
pE — TLT7RE EBLEFELVCR BEBBZIH ElchE 1T 5
|4 2 XXB BERLHBHERXI HEIYR @AbHEHRT S I
.8 kK URUR FHER-oOBIkL LR LiLidt BRBIZEE | IR
Wl N RAS fc A ¥ OELETCRYBIML MNhIRERFELEC
S 2D DI E RS NCTREEF SPIBEAETTRL -
Tokiko Oshiro, a tea master, L % 7 5 | MEIICETE LEFEEr P RESEEIFeT 5 =2
shows utensils used for a tea 1323 "N %}Eﬁﬁm{:j‘j&%v]\q’:@;-%g@f%%z}’jtzll{\
ceremony to the spouses of the F T A5 RhX B A _S(DC‘\l%5%?’5#’(“%)’573@%5?’)%—6&1
4th Marine Regiment before LECic °@moé& hﬁazvﬁiééb‘b\%>®1’ﬁ|U)L/Cig*i’i’%k{h
performing the art of making and FEr»H#F3 x2S % 13 Eﬂg_/uzfﬁ'\ﬁ\& L % &ﬂti?%gﬁéﬁﬁﬂ% h
offering tea at a local residence 3 TS 8m 02 -5 H I [ CZThL b: g1 C % ) Z G Y z 13
in Nago City Sept. 26. 9H26H. E\E‘\L\BTB}?L‘T QC?* _57)7‘?‘?(/ 55(’7’3'(':3._3_9% HnED _ g
LEROEET. HRLELDS DeconzEos EEORPRE2EHAIVMDOLTRI LR ERT By - 4
AIC, 25 4 BEUEHROBBOIA LixiEmsF grlyr-_colnyitrss T LRT D5 1
\ F ‘& g A AP ABE23 N T TEEALESES % X &
fbICBRERE R € DA st b ESR =Y ugR 2ok = SR E X
%E%‘S/u Photo by Hiroko Tamaki - 2 % ’k E‘ L’ 7& 0) T TC ) <\\ 75_\ 7:2\ V\« *‘L\ )l/ i ﬁ Lji = /\ 7;—‘ /: = ? JE 'ﬂ:’ 0
: : ShHOER FEOLBESSIEEL ‘MEokosSoPE
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Lance Cpl. Jetzannette
Delgadolopez, a field radio
operator, colors a picture with a
child at the Taichuen Children’s
Home Nov. 22 during a
Thanksgiving event. 11522
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Petty officer 3rd Class Spencer
Reifschneider, a religious
program specialist, serves
Thanksgiving dinner to children
at the Taichuen Children’s Home
Nov. 22 during a Thanksgiving
event. 11H22HICESHFETITD
NIERSBRDA XY NTF e
BICRRGHIRDORIEEE SR
A7 LBEEDANYH—-1)
_7:/17_’(7“_f£§0 Photo by
Lance Cpl. Matt Myers
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Marines, sailors share thanks
with Taichuen children
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The two most widely celebrated holiday traditions in the United States, probably equivalent to Japan’s New Year’s Day e i D@l v T [z G TCO 5 17 /g fz 1’% TcL74E °B 5 T W T
and Obon, are Christmas and Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving originated in Plymouth, Mass., in 1621 when the first American fT"- 17’,_\ g "é %—% I‘ 2 . ’& 75_: 53 [/%E % " & T\ I)‘ & % E }1%1 %5?‘ A Bk FE i f‘
settlers, the pilgrims, celebrated their first harvest and invited Native Americans to a feast to express their appreciation fo U: -L_—: L% Ebﬂ /\/\ % = D 337\ [’5 8 = = 2%'45 ;{__ 7)3 ) g 22 B ;)J 2‘)— 2 ° ‘i\ 7)7 -
the Native Americans for sharing their knowledge of the land, making the pilgrims’ survival possible. Now, many American m® & .E— £ R A % E.! 5 P fc 2) Ic /,: 1) % s I HE& AN L s T -
families get together on the fourth Thursday of November to share in a festive meal. Ell 7 Lz "D & T g S ETX th L;i;( R ot i Nk M7 K
21 brffigs LWAL2BLEILEE #ZE oz 4y 2
EZ BB Y Y AGF B 20, Zgk Ngics~2%
T cDF T = OB NI BEITEE T o D Pam 2L
Lance Cpl. Matthew Myers and brought them holiday cheer and turkey,” said Macklin. | 5 b Bk [f ;( E ?E = F & 12 % ;_% A g ) *’? E B T ;C ;’; %3 15&52 ?\
cross-cultural awareness. During the feast, the children E < 2 g 5 {/ *L”]j R 1 'ﬁ ﬁ% B b d‘; %:: % = ’lr Lﬁ é B Ap = » # A~
Marines and sailors with Combat “We called it a traditional Thanks- were shown a Thanksgiving cartoon L }b\ 03 B7 ®» T . 7 = -g 7.L_: » T 5 ﬁf . = ?E =] 7 L < 20 S,
Logistics Regiment 35 brought holiday  giving because we had our Marines and  that illustrated the first and most I #a T & X A = = % | 5% E'Ei A L ET Ve < GEZI Bico 2 42 —
cheer to the Taichuen Children’s Home family members put together Native famous Thanksgiving in Plymouth, B K AR xR % REBET7 S5 v ;:E D B % A EH B2 &
: iy . Ry 5 Vic —“oAhBEELN BOSH LTAXHLDS kKFIE ARG SN
Nov. 22, celebrating the Thanksgiving ~ American and pilgrim headbands,” said Mass., a celebration similar to what @ 5 r 2o @ * ¥ o & P A C ke fjﬁ L% °H
holiday and sharing a feast with the Col. Anthone R. Wright, the com- they were enjoying. - Al é 4T }sz +
home’s residents. manding officer of CLR-35. “We really “The Marines have been doing a T3 3H L X D & P B M7 C E & DR DI ES }iﬁ g " ﬁ;ﬁ )
“The liaison for the (children’s wanted to show the Japanese students great job,” said Yoshino Uehara, a staff 1T ho¥Ex =% = XKE LRy MF hOXRTHEE T 2 fj; *
home) talked about how we could here what Thanksgiving was like when ~ member at the children’s home. “Ev- ‘\r - E o F g%é g ;ii /U T & ?‘“ t % ?f ;_} T ‘7/ %T_E 8 %z B 2 A A D
show some of our American cul- it was created in the United States.” erything they do makes the children z %( ’Z’ ZC gg E o L L_C\ ;1 %— D Lai % ? 1§ 5 13 = 083 ?g % A P %ﬁ ;)J (13 z%ls
ture, so Thanksgiving was perfect The children learned about Native and staff happy.” t k s "‘L E: fgl LFEreBrs = A Y < *ﬁ f % Rk oD
for us because that’s a very big day Americans and pilgrims, and colored The service members and children % e Y& 7 _\| ;:]_ & ;?_:_t E_ =ER B X pb# % ) lc B ° TbHE1IB
in America,” said Lt. Cmdr. Harvey Thanksgiving-themed pictures. shared equal feelings of holiday joy and & /: A htzF | gz 3 & £ < j): 7/3 n o = T gz:_it &Rz < %—i 3K i %
Macklin, the chaplain with CLR- Following the arts and crafts, the happiness. pv4 L_—_L'_ 7:: EX S A = < L B & 7;C L ﬁ . > i 1/;' © s LE ﬁg e
35, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, I child d a traditional “We're definitely bringing holid e aioz ULRKIEgESc ~p (F 55 % m )
, gistics Group, children were served a traditiona e’re definitely bringing holiday E;E%$157 2\ F < H-@-ZE’-U-L\ 2z % b & o 2 X WM B
Marine Expeditionary Force. “The Thanksgiving dinner. It was the first spirit and cheerfulness to these kids,” sl L Licy :E C'sFhn )—? 7—, 587 2 + < 71 b ) Q D Z%E -
school thought this would be a good Thanksgiving feast for most of the said Sgt. Marion Davis, the regimental TRAR xR L # % AL/ sS4 1 5] m D & TCO % ?%“ ;JE ?;; Z: Eg)
relationship builder.” hildren and f the staff ition chief with CLR-35. “See- TER BT 5 L sl BT T & S ?
p builaer. children and many of the staff. ammunition chief wit . ee SHY FE T LR 5 £ (B¢ 2t A = D F T EbH YU -
The Marines and sailors taught the “For many of the children here, this  ing the kids laughing, smiling and hav- ;L 5L s B b S _: *)x] w 1;": E f R fit & TR E LD
children about Thanksgiving traditions is the first time they have ever had ing a good time makes it all worth it.” | W Tl a1 E Eill B ?iﬁ i DY Ex o 5 EiNE | % 2; § g}a J%E
EWBE EE = 85 & BN L i 258 = -
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injuries.
taff Sgt. Gordon L. Llewellyn and Sgt. Her high pulse rate, presumably a result
David B. Schmidt were awarded a Navyand  of shock from the accident, was a cause for

certificate of commendation, respectively,
Dec. 1 at the Ie Shima Training Facility
_———fotlowing their response after a car crast

left a]apanese grrl injured.

—

her injuries, accordrng to.

i pain on the left
is,” said Llewellyn. “Based on
echanism of injury, there was a high
- risk, in my opinion, for internal bleeding,
~which could have caused her condition to
worsen rapidly.” s

o As Llewellyn addresseWn—
‘I ordered- my driver to stop, and imme- Jurres, Schmidt gained co of the crowd

ely I exited the vehicle followed by Sg,t_#_- that had gathered ___g,nd-rffoved them away
Schmrdt said Llewellyn. “It }ppeare_dﬂ}at from the scenqtﬁhat emergency services
she had been ejected fromth\c;vvﬁ'cl-e based would_ have a clear path to the injured girl.
~on the ép;osgl(pn of ller'b.od.y e _ﬁ:— here was a (community member) there
,cakl.hg-*to see if the victim was  that spoke English well enough to help me
s, the Marines checked-ﬁr pulse direct the crowd away from the victim,”
and looked for major injuries. - said Schmidt. “It was important to give the
a1 _"gﬁe was co@s ‘kind of delrrrous, - victim space and to keep (her) calm.”
] and was visibly shaken,” sar’d Sch.rmdt ’, The emergency service personnel arrived
~ “She wa,nted to get up, but’we kept her on on t'he scene shortly thereafter Llewellyn

A
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larines’ swift actions a
Japanese crash V|Ct|m

e NN

assisted the Japanese emer-
gency responders whoumoved the victim intes«
an emergency vehicle.

“The ﬁrst—respondelis told me the W
Marine Corps Achievement Medal and  concern along with the initial assessment of members helped them secure”the victim

C ——'-- (on a spine board),” said Tadashi Shrngak1
e atrol section chief, patrol division,
Fire Department Headquarte
later answered the telephone,i
emergency personnel said they are very ap-
preciative of the help and thankful to the
service members.”

Llewellyn and Schmidt’s quick think-
_ ing and calm helped keep the victim safe
and prevented further injuries, according
to Capt. Ryan M. Ackland, the officer in
charge of the Ie Shima Training Facility.

“They definitely deserve (the awards),”
said Ackland. “I was in the vehicle (at
the time of the incident) and I wasn’t
expecting them to react so quickly. They '
jumped out and ran to help Therr actlons
were noteworthy.” T

~According to Shingaki, the victim stayed
in a hospital for about aweek befo-re return— -
mg to her famrly
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Capt. Ryan M. Ackland (left) shakes hands
with Staff Sgt. Gordon L. Llewellyn after
presenting him with a Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal Dec. 5 at the le Shima
Training Facility. Llewellyn received the award
for his quick, courageous response after a car
crash left a local girl injured Aug. 26. 12H5H.
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Japan Ground Self- ERS&EE LARMBES Wby BRNS _EBEHEIlC_ 2 b €€ 4
Defense Force Sgt. BASHEESDLERINDL Y HYTCZAEEEZ2EHBEEZ O S D JN7
Maj. Hideki Shoji lifts &aELZf;@;L\:&;rELL:nfig—(»gJ:‘SLiid)%{%ﬁ\‘iq:@1|§1
Petty Officer 3rd Class 81 Tg@z:gm NERNE:: B A L‘d‘)/ﬁ_h?’ﬁi}ﬁ%%ﬂyﬁ;ﬁ%@ﬁ%?a ——
Jamie E. Walters while mLr2a Il 5 fe =% C 07-'_— A PR N} 7':0 I=| *E%ﬁl‘gﬁﬁﬁﬁg L& 17 A —
practicing medical @ZBM‘M‘%E% °§"%5A§;§§/L\L\ "k - B CTREEAR BB nE _E_
evacuation carries at NEEBBFLBEXETFEH2BDOKRELE =ZFPD_ _HAOD @h%
Camp Foster Oct. 23 %%%%ﬂ%%%f:\*@’B%O—QE@U?? ’Z)L/\Eﬂbﬂﬂ?%“éfca e
during Exercise Constant ﬁl@ ~ Y /M 7 3 %b‘\ FTRENE O sh n Eﬁﬁémﬁﬁ H =2 i~ &z C
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Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock
Hiroko Tamaki

Members of the Japan Ground Self-De-
fense Force joined the U.S. Marine Corps
during Exercise Constant Vigilance 2013,
which took place throughout Marine Corps
Base Camp Smedley D. Butler Oct. 21-25.

'The exercise tested emergency re-
sponse and preparedness procedures across
Marine Corps installations on Okinawa,
and participants included Marine Corps
Installations Pacific security forces, Naval
Hospital Okinawa, Department of Defense
Dependents Schools, other status of forces
agreement personnel and local community
members, as well as the JGSDF.

To test and guide the emergency
response procedures, a scenario was cre-

ated to assess and validate the capability
of MCB Butler to respond to and recover
from a tsunami that results in casualties
and/or damage to critical assets.

“This is our first time to join Exercise
Constant Vigilance,” said Maj. Gen. Shige-
ru Kobayashi, commanding general of the
15th Brigade, JGSDF. “U.S. forces invited
us to join the exercise. We don’t have much
opportunity to do something like this with
them, so this offers very good experience.”

Various training evolutions were
conducted at multiple locations according
to the scenario. Emergency responders
confirmed procedures to search for and
rescue victims trapped in a car or col-
lapsed building. Mock casualties were
triaged and transferred to U.S. Naval
Hospital Okinawa on Camp Foster. A
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safe-haven was established and mass food

distribution was demonstrated, as well as
other measures critical to eliminating or
reducing human suffering in the event of
a natural disaster.

“Everyone needs to know the basics in
first-aid and also how to be a first-respond-
er,” said Petty Officer 1st Class Danny
F. Brown, a hospital corpsman with 3rd
Medical Battalion, 3rd Marine Logistics
Group, IIT Marine Expeditionary Force,
and leading petty officer in charge of train-
ing during the exercise. “With the next
disaster potentially near, exercises like this
one better prepare both of our militaries to
respond in the most efficient way possible.”

The knowledge sharing ensures that
both organizations will be ready to respond
side by side if a crisis were to occur, saving

lives and providing essential support during
recovery operations.

“There is much to learn from each
other by sharing and comparing medical
capabilities,” said Maj. Hironori Kosaki,
commanding officer of the 15th Logistic
Medical Support Unit. “Since we have now
worked together today, we will be able to
better provide care to those who need it in
the future.”

Along with testing the preparedness of
service members, CV13 invited local civil-
ians to evacuation drills to familiarize them
with emergency procedures.

“The purpose of the exercise is to
integrate our bilateral functions to be able
to work with anyone, not just the two mili-
taries,” said James H. Hawley, the deputy
director for the exercise. “We all play a vital

role in the big picture of being ready for
potential disasters.”

CV13 validated the capability of all
participants to effectively perform response
and recovery efforts in the event of a cata-
strophic natural disaster.

“The communication and integration
seen throughout the exercise has been
nothing less than excellent,” said Hawley.
“We were able to coordinate care, exercise
our bilateral functions, and were ultimately
ready to respond.”

“Today’s exercise has taught us what
we need to do on a daily basis to prepare
ourselves. Continuous training is important
for maintaining readiness,” said Kobayashi.
“We would like to continue taking part in
the CV every year. I hope we can expand
and improve our roles in future.”
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Children from the local community and their guardians
participated in Constant Vigilance 2013 and walked the
evacuation route through Camp Foster Oct. 22.
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.. Urasoe, Marine Corps athletes

share passion for sports :.-

Lance Cpl. Pete Sanders

Athletes of the world gather every
four years to participate in the Olym-
pics, where sporting competitions break
language barriers and bridge cultural
gaps, uniting nations.

In this fashion, sports serve as a uni-

~ versal language, allowing all competi-

s to enjoy the day, and it was in this

came together to compete at Camp
Kinser Oct. 26 during a fast-pitch
softball game.

Local community leaders and U.S.
service members organized the event
as a way to demonstrate the neighborly
attitude both groups share, according
to Koji Nikawadori, head coach for
Team Urasoe.

“Events like this are a great way

gour true. (relationship) to the
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world,” said Nikawadori. “More impor-
tantly than showing the world, it shows
our children that we are good neighbors
to each other.”

The friendly competition involved
female athletes from high schools
throughout the Urasoe area competing
against the Ryukyu Ruckus, an all-fe-
male softball team comprised of service
members with 3rd Marine Logistics
Group, 3rd Marine Division and III
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Marine Expeditionary Force.

“It’s really cool (the leadership from
both sides) could come together and put
on an event like this,” said Jamie Emery,
the head coach, designated hitter and

b reserve pitcher for the Ruckus. “Everyone

| on the teams is passionate about softball,

B—wE—stT\

and this is a great way to share that pas-
sion with our host nation.”

As a result of this mutual passion, both
teams hold a high level of respect for each
other, according to Emery.

“We see the dedication and love (the
Urasoe players) have for the game and
admire that very much,” said Emery.

“We had only eight practices to prepare
for this, and I'm so proud of the way we
played today.”
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The game ended with a tie score of 10-
10 after one extra inning, but it did not
lessen the enjoyment for either team.

“Playing the game is what counts, no
matter who wins or loses,” said Nikawado-
ri. “Ending in a tie almost made it better.”

The effort of both teams demonstrated
values service members and civilians can
admire, according to Nikawadori.

“Ending in a tie shows how skilled
both teams are,” said Nikawadori. “I tell
my players, ‘discipline and determination
are one’s destiny.’ I think everyone on the
field showed that today.”

Immediately following the game, Lt.
Gen. John Wissler and Brig. Gen. Niel
E. Nelson shared a few inspirational
words with the players and coaches of
both teams.

“It’s a good thing (the game) ended in
a tie,” said Wissler, the IIT MEF com-
manding general and event co-organizer.

“This way everybody wins. We came out
to play and have a good time, and I can see
we did that. Days like this give us a chance
to continue our fulfilling relationship
(with the local community), and I hope
there are many more days like this.”

Nelson echoed the sentiments of
sportsmanship and community good will.

“Today was a great day,” said Nelson,
the commanding general of 3rd MLG
and event co-organizer. “We (all) came
out here expecting to see a great deal of
camaraderie, and that’s exactly what we
have on many, many levels. Any time we
get a chance to do that, we need to take
full advantage.”
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Big Circle is an authorized publication
of the United States Marine Corps. It is
published to inform Okinawan community
leaders, educators and concerned organiza-
tions and persons about U.S. Marine Corps
activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
Defense. It is published quarterly by the Con-
solidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication
are available online by visiting http://www.
okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle. Subscribers
will receive an e-mail when the latest issue
has been posted on the Web. The publica-
tion can be viewed in .pdf format online or
downloaded.
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Specialist serves as point of contact at chapel

For this edition of the Big
Circle we spoke with Yumi
Komine, an administrative
specialist with the chapel on
Camp Foster.

Editor: What are your du-
ties at the chapel?

Komine: 1 take calls and
receive visitors. It is often an
inquiry about worship service
hours, but some calls are for
consulting on the difficul-
ties service members or their
families may face. There are
many trained counselors in
the chains of command in the
Marine Corps, but some people
may just desire to speak with a
chaplain first. In such cases,
I refer the visitor or the caller
to the chaplain, or make an

appointment for later consulta-
tion. I take great care because
mishandling the needs of the
caller is not beneficial in their
time of need. It’s not always
glamorous work, but whenever
someone in need turns to us,
I do my best to find the right
person who can listen to and
render assistance. In case of an
emergency, which is a rather
rare instance, I find a chaplain
who is available right away.

Editor: Is there more than
one chaplain?

Komine: Oh, yes, there are
many. There are 12 chaplains
in Okinawa who are with the
Marine Corps Installations
Pacific. In addition, the III
Marine Expeditionary Force
and its subordinate units have

their own chaplains. There
are dozens of chaplains on
Okinawa. Active-duty mem-
bers usually consult with their
own unit’s chaplain, so the
majority of those who seek ad-
vice at our chapel are military
dependents. However, some
service members choose to talk
to the chaplain of their particu-
lar faith (Catholic, Protestant,
Jewish, etc.) rather than their
unit chaplain.

Editor: Then, what faith is
this chapel for?

Komine: The military cha-
pel is different from civilian
churches because it is made to
accommodate several faiths.
We have chapels and chaplains
for those of the Christian, Jew-
ish, Orthodox and Muslim

faiths, for example. Sometimes
adjustments to the chapel are
made such as the Christian
chapel service displaying a dif-
ferent style cross for Catholic
and Protestant services. When
Jews use the bigger Christian
chapel for a larger service,
crosses are covered by curtains
to make the room suitable for
their religious practice.
Regardless of their religion,
people come not only to attend
the worship services but also
to share fellowship and, as I
mentioned previously, to seek
assistance. The chapels are
here to provide a place where
people with the same faith
gather and their hearts and
spirits can be comforted.
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